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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 07/30/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues with respect to claim 1 on page 9, second paragraph that 
Vij does not disclose mobile units, the access point for conducting wireless data 
communications with mobile units using a first wireless communications protocol, 
receiving, by a network interface of the access point, the management communications 
from the host computer over a cable connection, and when a communication failure 
between the host computer and the access point occurs over the cable connection, a 
radio module of the access point receiving the management communications from a 
wireless terminal that is distinct from the host computer over a wireless connection 
using a second wireless communications protocol to allow management of the access 
point. The examiner disagrees. The examiner refers to the rejection below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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3. Claims 1-2 and 7-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being participated 
by Vij etal. (US 6,452,910). 

For claim 1, Vij et al. disclose bridging apparatus for interconnecting a wireless 
PAN and a wireless LAN, comprising: 

conducting wireless data communications with the mobile units using said first 
wireless communication protocol (figure 6, col. 6, lines 39-44); 

receiving, by a network interface of the access point (figure 6, reference Wireless 
Bridge), the management communications from the host computer (figure 6, reference 
Data Acquisition System) over a cable connection (col. 6, lines 48-50); and 

when a communication failure between the host computer and the access point 
(figure 6, reference Wireless Bridge) occurs over the cable connection (col. 8, lines 59- 
60), a radio module of the access point (figure 6, reference Wireless Bridge) receiving 
the management communications from a wireless terminal that is distinct from the host 
computer over a wireless connection (col. 8, line 65 to col. 9, line 2) using a second 
wireless communications protocol (figure 7, col. 6, lines 64-67) to allow management of 
the access point (col. 7, lines 14-22), wherein the second wireless communication 
protocol is different from the first wireless communication protocol (col. 5, lines 44-47). 

For claim 2, Vij et al. disclose further comprising at least one of configuring one 
or more resources of said access point and adjusting one or more parameters of said 
access point responsive to said received management communications (col. 8, lines 48- 
58). 



Application/Control Number: 09/91 1 ,670 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2416 

For claim 7, Vij et al. disclose authenticating said management communications 
(col. 11, lines 5-6). 

For claim 8, Vij et al. disclose bridging apparatus for interconnecting a wireless 
PAN and a wireless LAN, comprising: 

a first network interface (figure 6, reference Bluetooth l/F) for conducting data 
communications with one or more computers (figure 6, reference Data Acquisition 
System) adapted to provide management communications with the access point (figure 
6, reference Wireless Bridge), and for receiving management communications from the 
one or more computers over a cable connection (col. 6, lines 48-50); 

a first radio module (figure 1 , reference RF Comm Card, col. 4, line 20) using a 
first wireless communications protocol (Bluetooth protocol means) for wirelessly 
transmitting first data messages received from the one or more computers (figure 6, 
reference Data Acquisition System) at said first network interface (figure 6, reference 
Bluetooth l/F) to mobile units (col. 6, lines 45-50) and for receiving second data 
messages from the mobile units and relaying the second data messages to the one or 
more computers via said first network interface (figure 4, col. 5, lines 22-25); 

at least one processor (figure 1 , reference CPU) connected to the first network 
interface and the radio module for controlling the access point (col. 4, lines 18-22); and 

a second radio module (figure 1, reference WLAN Comm Card) operating using a 
second wireless communications protocol (WLAN protocol means), which is different 
from the first wireless communications protocol (Bluetooth Protocol means), and for 
receiving the management communications from a wireless terminal that is distinct from 
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the host computer over a wireless connection when a communication failure between 
the one or more computers and the access point occurs over the cable connection (col. 
8, line 65 to col. 9, line 2). 

For claim 9, Vij et al. disclose wherein the second radio module is arranged to 
operate as a slave module using a master slave protocol (col. 8, line 6). 

For claim 10, Vij et al. disclose wherein the second radio module is arranged to 
operate as a slave module using a Bluetooth protocol (col. 8, line 6). 

For claim 1 1 , Vij et al. disclose wherein said processor is further arranged to 
authenticate communications via said second radio module (col. 1 1 , lines 4-6). 

For claim 12, Vij et al. disclose bridging apparatus for interconnecting a wireless 
PAN and a wireless LAN, comprising: 

a hardwired network interface (figure 1, col. 4, lines 18-20); 

a first radio module (figure 1 , reference RF Comm Card, col. 4 line 20) adapted 
to provide data communications with mobile units according to a first wireless 
communications protocol (Bluetooth protocol means)(col. 6, lines 48-50); 

a second radio module (figure 1, reference WLAN Comm Card, col. 4, line 20) 
adapted to communicate with a wireless terminal according to a second wireless 
communications protocol (WLAN protocol means), which is different from the first 
wireless communications protocol (figure 6, col. 6, line 67); and 

a processor (figure 1 , reference CPU) communicatively coupled to the hardwire 
network interface, the first radio module, and the second radio module (figure 1 , col. 4, 
lines 18-22), the processor adapted to: 
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provide data messages from the hardwired network interface to the first radio 
module (col. 4, lines 18-22), 

receive, via the hardwired network interface (figure 6, reference Bluetooth l/F), 
management communications from a remote computer (figure 6, reference Data 
Acquisition System) that is adapted to provide the management communications to the 
apparatus (col. 7, lines 43-45), and when a communication failure between the remote 
computer and the apparatus occurs over the hardwired network interface, to receive the 
management communications using the second wireless communications protocol from 
the wireless terminal via the second radio module (col. 8, line 65 to col. 9, line 2). 

For claim 13, Vij et al. disclose wherein the processor (figure 1, reference CPU) 
is adapted to allow data communications through the first radio module and to allow to 
management features through the second radio module (col. 6, lines 45-54). 

For claim 14, Vij et al. disclose wherein the second radio module operates as a 
slave unit at least during a portion of the time the access to the management features is 
allowed (col. 8, line 6). 

For claim 15, Vij et al. disclose wherein the processor is further adapted to 
authenticate communications associated with access of management features (col. 1 1 , 
lines 1-6). 

For claim 16, Vij et al. disclose wherein the first protocol is an 802.1 1 protocol 
and the second wireless communications protocol is a Bluetooth protocol (col. 3, line 
50). 
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For claim 17, Vij et al. disclose wherein the processor is further adapted to allow 
monitoring of the data communications (col. 8 lines 22-50). 

For claim 18, Vij et al. disclose wherein receiving the management 
communications comprises receiving one or more communications selected from a 
group of communications that includes updated system information, modified system 
programming, information concerning association with the mobile units, data for use by 
access points, and software for use by access points (col. 8, lines 48-58). 

For claim 19, Vij et al. disclose monitoring the wireless data communication using 
the second wireless data communications protocol (col. 8, lines 22-50). 

For claim 20, Vij et al. disclose wherein the at least one processor is further 
allows monitoring the data communications using the second wireless data 
communications protocol (col. 8, lines 22-50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
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not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vij et 
al. (US 6,452,910) in view of Shoobridge et al. (US 6,326,926). 

For claims 3 and 5, Vij et al. do not expressly disclose wherein the first wireless 
communications protocol is an 802.1 1 Protocol and the second wireless 
communications protocol is Bluetooth. In an analogous art, Shoobridge et al. disclose 
wherein the first wireless communications protocol is an 802.1 1 Protocol and the 
second wireless communications protocol is Bluetooth (figure 2, col. 5, lines 64-67). 

Shoobridge et al. disclose wherein said second wireless communications 
protocol is Bluetooth (col. 5, lines 64-67 as set forth in claim 5). 

One skilled in the art would have recognized the wherein the first wireless 
communication protocol is an 802.1 1 Protocol and the second wireless communications 
protocol is Bluetooth, and would have applied Shoobridge et al.'s cellular 
communication system 50 in Vi et al.'s PAN/LAN system. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, to use Shoobridge 
et al.'s method of operating a wireless and a short-range wireless connection in the 
same frequency in Vij et al.'s bridging apparatus for interconnecting a wireless PAN and 
a wireless LAN with the motivation being to provide a cellular communication system 50 
employing the Bluetooth standard and a local area network (LAN) 52 (col. 5 lines 64- 
67). 
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For claim 4, Vij et al. disclose authenticating said management communications 
(col. 11, lines 5-6). 

For claim 6, Vij et al. disclose associating said radio module as a slave unit (col. 
8, line 6). 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TOAN D. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3153. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00AM-4:30PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on 571-272-6703. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/T. D. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2416 
/FIRMIN BACKER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2416 



